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of the medical and scientific lists. The important
question had arisen as to whether the marriage
should take place before the Expedition started,
but the couple concerned had long since made up
their minds. The wedding was arranged to take
place at Hilton where the bride's father, the Rev.
F. A. Souper (formerly Headmaster of Bradfield
College) was Vicar, on July 16, only three days
after his interview at the Admiralty. * I am as
happy,5 he wrote to his friend Fraser, ' as it is
given to mortals ever to be on this earth.'

To fit himself for his Antarctic duties, he began
at once his work on Whales and Dolphins in rooms
at Pinner, took lessons in taxidermy at the Zoo,
and began working with Hodgson (biologist to the
Expedition) at Borchgrevink's collections at the
Natural History Museum. Amongst other things
he was writing an illustrated paper on Seals for
the British Museum, and designing at Scott's re-
quest a crest for the Discovery crockery and paper.

Final farewells were made to a house full of
guests at Westal, and on August 5 he embarked
on the Discovery at Southsea.

His mother's entry in her diary at this time
describes him as ' a body so frail and delicate, a
noble soul and spiritual.' Such a man might well
seem to the outward eye as the last to undertake
the rigours of exploration in the Antarctic, And
yet he was to prove, as Scott said, * The life and
soul of the party, the organizer of all amusements,
the always good-tempered and cheerful one, the u>
genious person who could get round all difficulties.*